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The Perfect Machine Building
the Palomar Telescope

By Ronald Florence

Harper Perennial. Paperback. Book Condition: New. Paperback.
451 pages. Dimensions: 8.4in. x 5.6in. x 1.2in.Almost a half-
century after is completion, the 200-inch Palomar telescope
remains an unparalleled combination of vast scale and
microscope detail. As huge as the Pantheon of Rome and as
heavy as the Statue of Liberty, this magnificent instrument is so
precisely built that its seventeen-foot mirror was hand-polished
to a tolerance of 21, 000, 000 of an inch. The telescopes
construction drove some to the brink of madness, made others
fearful that mortals might glimpse heaven, and transfixed an
entire nation. Ronald Florence weaves into his account of the
creation of the perfect machine a stirring chronicle of the birth
of Big Science and a poignant rendering of an America mired in
the depression yet reaching for the stars. This item ships from
multiple locations. Your book may arrive from Roseburg,OR, La
Vergne,TN. Paperback.
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R eviews

This publication is worth getting. it absolutely was writtern very completely and useful. I am quickly could possibly get
a pleasure of reading a written publication.
-- Ar ia ne R a u     

Without doubt, this is actually the best job by any publisher. It is writter in basic phrases instead of di?icult to
understand. You will like the way the author publish this publication.
-- Dr . Ma r vin Deckow     
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