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Costs Veterans who incur a service-connected disability are eligible to apply for monthly dis-ability
compensation benefits from VA. Those payments are based on VAs assessment of the veterans level of disability.
From 2003 through 2006, CBO estimates, VA will spend 0. 1 billion on disability compensation benefits for
injuries sustained in Oper-ation Iraqi Freedom. Dependents of veterans who die on active duty or as a result of
service-connected con-ditions are eligible for monthly DIC payments from VA. According to CBOs esti-mates, VA
will spend about 50 million from 2003 through 2006 on DIC payments to the surviving dependents of service
members who die in Operation Iraqi Freedom. Estimate of Future Funding Requirements for Defense Activities,
Iraqi Security Forces, Diplomatic Operations, and Foreign Aid CBO estimated the cost of continued U. S.
involvement in Iraq under two scenarios specified by the Ranking Member of the House Budget Committee
regarding the size of deployed forces and the duration of their deployment. In scenario one, deployed forces
would be withdrawn from Iraq by the end of calendar year 2009. In scenario two, deployed forces would decline
to 40, 000 aIer calendar year 2010 and remain at that level through 2016. Estimating war costs is always
diBicult because of uncertainty about the pace and scale of future military operations. However, preparing
estimates is even more diBicult without better insight into the costs already incurred, even under assumptions
about deployed forces as specified for this analysis. The Administration has provided little detail on actual costs
to date, making it...
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