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illustrated. 1891 Excerpt: . . . proverbial. The disastrous conflagrations which so constantly lay waste large
sections of our cities and towns are almost unknown on the continent of Europe. Illustrations might be
multiplied, but Glasgow and Birmingham deserve more than a passing mention, for they are conspicuous
examples of the successful application to municipal affairs of that sound business sense upon which we so
unreasonably plume ourselves. GLASGOWS MODEL GOVERNMENT. In Glasgow we have a city which in 1888 had
about 560, 000 people in an area of some 6, 100 acres, so that it may well be compared with several of our
American cities. The population is extremely dense and dwells largely in tenement houses, so that the conditions
are extremely unfavorable to cleanliness and health, and there is nothing in the character of the population
which makes it especially easy to govern. It is possible in this paper to give only the briefest summary of the
work which the city government does, and does well. The public health is secured by a large force of trained
inspectors, some of whom seek for cases of infectious disease; others search for nuisances such as defective
drains and unwholesome accumulations; others who are women go from house to house among poor families
and make suggestions as to housekeeping methods, and others still are night inspectors who visit lodging
houses to see that the laws against overcrowding are respected. Their labors to prevent disease are
supplemented by admirable hospitals, of which the latest...
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