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adequate result; but sometimes fortune favours the industrious toiler, and he discovers a rich ore which
rewards him for all his pains. Slowly his store of facts grows, and he is at last able to piece together the history
of his little rural world, which time and the neglect of past generations had consigned to dusty oblivion. In
recent years several village histories have been written with varied success by both competent and incompetent
scribes; but such books are few in number, and we still have to deplore the fact that so little is known about the
hamlets in which we live. All writers seem to join in the same lament, and mourn over the ignorance that
prevails in rural England with regard to the treasures of antiquity, history, and folklore, which are to be found
almost everywhere. We may still echo the words of the learned author of Tom Brown s Schooldays, the late Mr.
Hughes, who said that the present generation know nothing of their own...
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