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Forgotten Books, United States, 2015. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 229 x 152 mm. Language: English .
Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Excerpt from The Germans in the United States The history of the
Germans in the United States is too comprehensive a subject for a brief sketch. Yet the bare outlines of a
portrait often impress the characteristic features more vividly than color and detail. The history of the Germans
in this country goes back to the earliest colonial period. Recurrent waves in the eighteenth were followed by
great tides of German immigration in the nineteenth century, and these carried into the population of the
United States an element second in amount only to the contribution of the English stock. The year 1492 has
generally been set down as the beginning of American history. Better were the selection of the date 1453, for in
the taking of Constantinople by the Turks we find the causation of the discovery of America. The Turks took
possession of all the passageways to the Orient, and thereby barred Europe from the profitable trade with the
Far East. Inmediately there arose the quest of a new passage to India, and this great aim lay at the root of all
subsequent voyages of discovery. Vienna battled on land, Venice and Genoa on the sea, against the invasion of
Central Europe by the Turks, while Western Europe was free to engage in exploration for a western,
northwestern and southeastern route to India. Subsequently Central Europe was stirred to the depths by the
Protestant Reformation; in the seventeenth century it was devastated by religious wars, the destructiveness of
which was without parallel in history. In the meantime the Western European nations, those bordering on the
Atlantic seacoast, grasped their opportunity. Spain and Portugal founded an empire...
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