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indexed. Not illustrated. 1848 Excerpt: .which gradually becomes purple when exposed to the light. It is nearly
insoluble in nitric acid, and considerably less soluble in ammonia than the chloride (429). 434. (C) Perchloride of
mercury (HgCl2) gives a brilliant red precipitate of periocude of mercury (Hgl2), which dissolves in an excess
either of the perchloride or of the iodide of potassium. Eg Cla+2Z7=HgI|2+2KCl. 435. (C) Starch (C,2H,001() forms
with iodine, even in highly dilute solutions, a dark purple precipitate of iodide of starch. If the iodine is in a state
of combination, as in iodide of potassium or hydriodic acid, it is necessary to liberate it before applying the
starch; which is readily done by adding a drop or two of nitric acid (iV05) or a solution of chlorine: if nitric acid
is employed, a portion of its oxygen combines with the hydrogen or metal with which the iodine was in
combination, forming water, or a metallic oxide. 3HI+NO!=3HO+ NO1+l. If chlorine be used, it forms with the
hydrogen or metal, hydrochloric acid, or a metallic chloride, iodine being liberated in either case. KI+CI=KCl+l.
The starch may be applied either in solution or as a paste; or, what is often more convenient, strips of paper or
cotton may be impregnated with the solution, dried, and kept for use. 436. (C) If iodide of potassium, or any
other metallic iodide, in the solid state, be heated with a little strong sulphuric acid (HO, S03), both compounds
are decomposed; sulphurous acid (SO2)...
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