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indexed. Not illustrated. 1883 Excerpt: .for its cotton, and really seems to have striven after an apostolic
simplicity. He refused all gifts, reduced his requirements to the lowest possible point, and gave no home to
luxury. In a little cottage, with the plainest clothes and only necessary food, he found all he required. In the
white heat of this time he threw off ideas that, coming hot from him, burned even into the frivolous minds of his
time. He keenly felt and sympathised with the People, and preached their cause with an effect which startled,
even in his own day, and which, when he was gone, helped to awaken a revolution. At this period of his life there
was a conflict within himself, and self-indulgence and self-denial fought out their battle. For a time the poor,
morbid, inspired genius rose to the full height of the occasion, and if he did not remain at it, before we
condemn him utterly let us ask ourselves how we fare in that matter of conflict. We have seen Rousseau s
Confessions and Mill s Autobiography held to have points in common, and, in reading the latter, the Confessions
of poor Jean-Jacques came up again before us. Both men fought for a new social foundation, each claimed to
be free from many of the conventional rules of life. These are not sufficient grounds for similarity, since
Rousseau and Mill were otherwise antipodal. Whilst Mill rejected much, he endeavoured for a law for himself,
and Rousseau...
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