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Quality control. Excerpt: . . . 3 remarks and to permit the submission of additional statements and materials by
members and witnesses. Without objection, so ordered. With that, the Chair recognizes the Ranking Member of
the full Committee, Mr. Mica, for his opening statement or remarks. Mr. M. Thank you, Mr. Costello. I want to
thank you as the ICA Chair of the Subcommittee, and also Mr. Petri, our Ranking Mem-ber, for taking this
diGicult issue head-on. I think it is an impor-tant issue. We will have members testifying in a few moments, and
then hear from leaders in industry and Government as to how we can do a better job in guaranteeing the safety
and the passage of people through our aviation system, particularly in diGicult times. I would like to point out
just a couple of things, though. If we look at the situation we face, most long airline delays are due and related
specifically to weather, severe weather. For the most part, these situations are extremely rare. Valid statistics
and facts will point that out, any analysis will point that out. Long taxi-out delays, such as occurred with
American Airlines in December and JetBlue in February, are also very rare instances. However, the nature of the
industry has changed. Part of what has happened is, with the advent of discount airlines, what has oc-curred is
the discount airlines are doing a faster turnaround of their aircraft. And to compete, all airlines are...
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