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W. W. Norton & Company. Hardcover. Book Condition: New. Hardcover. 255 pages. Dimensions: 9.3in. x 6.2in. x
1.0in.The Golden Spruce is the story of a glorious natural wonder, the man who destroyed it, and the
fascinating, troubling context in which his act took place. A tree with luminous glowing needles, the golden
spruce was unique, a mystery that biologically speaking should never have reached maturity; Grant Hadwin,
the man who cut it down, was passionate, extraordinarily well-suited to wilderness survival, and to some degree
unbalanced. But as John Vaillant shows in this gripping and perceptive book, the extraordinary tree stood at
the intersection of contradictory ways of looking at the world; the conflict between them is one reason it was
destroyed. Taking in history, geography, science and spirituality, this book raises some of the most pressing
questions facing society today. The golden spruce stood in the Queen Charlotte Islands, an unusually rich
ecosystem where the normal lines between species blur, a place where the patient observer will find that trees
are fed by salmon and eagles can swim. The islands beauty and strangeness inspire a more personal and
magical experience of nature than western society is usually given to. Without romanticizing, Vaillant shows
that this understanding is typified by the Haida, the native people who have lived there for millennia and know
the land as Haida Gwaii and for whom the golden spruce was an integral part of their history and mythology.
But seen a diHerent way, the golden spruce stood in block 6 of Tree Farm License 39, a tract owned by the
Weyerhaeuser forest products company. It survived in an isolated set-aside amidst a landscape ravaged by
logging. Grant Hadwin had worked as a remote scout for timber companies; with his ease in the wild he
excelled at...
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