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Theclassics.Us, United States, 2013. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 246 x 189 mm. Language: English . Brand
New Book ***** Print on Demand *****This historic book may have numerous typos and missing text.
Purchasers can usually download a free scanned copy of the original book (without typos) from the publisher.
Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1914 edition. Excerpt: . THE PERSONALITY OF THE WRITER Thus far we have
treated the Short-story as a form, as a technique. Yet one should never lose sight of the fact that technique
alone cannot make an admirable story. Faultless technique is necessary in the Short-story as in the sonnet, but
it is not the final test of worth. We praise a musician s technique, yet we rightly enjoy the performance only
when it shows warmth of feeling. The Shortstory form has become common; it greets us on every side. Story-
writers who have mistaken technical skill for true art have sprung up like weeds in a meadow. The result is that
people are well-nigh sated with inferior work. If in the last half dozen years the Short-story has seemed to
degenerate, if it has come to be regarded as more or less of a dissipation by people who enjoy strenuous
thinking, it is small wonder. People who have not thought keenly and felt sincerely can imitate a form; they
cannot make literature. If as much prominence were given to cheap, imitation poetry whose only virtue is a
close adherence to a strict metre, a definite rhyme-scheme, and a well-regulated rhythm, as there is given to
the same sort of Short-story, we should gain a highly inadequate and absurd idea of the real value and beauty
of poetry. There is a Short-story which is more than form; one which we care to remember as we do a good...
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