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(OCoL()55481427 Subject: Advertising, Outdoor -- Law and legislation -- United States. Excerpt: . . . 11 As an
industry comprised predominantly of family owned smaller businesses catering to highway travelers and
tourists, our members constantly seek cost effective ways to reach that difficult moving target audience. A
great deal of the industry has been built on the broad shoulders of large and small billboards along the
highways with attractive graphics catching the attention of the traveler and ingenious copyrighters using an
absolute minimum of letters to craft enough of a message to capture the mind of the viewer whiz-zing by at 55
miles an hour or faster. Let me also emphasize that our comments today are endorsed by the National Travel,
Tourism and Recreation Coalition for Surface Transportation. This coalition is comprised of national tourism
and recreation organizations that support enactment of strong and ade-quately funded reauthorization
legislation that reflects the inter-ests and needs of the tourism and recreation industries. It is important to note
that for small businesses that serve the traveler, the choice of advertising media to reach that market is limited,
and the importance of billboard advertising is very signifi-cant. Unless the highway traveler has had the
opportunity to re-search their food, fuel, accommodations and attraction options in a particular area, the
typical print, radio and television media serv-ing an area is of no value to the small business or to the traveler.
While there are advertising options such as directories, brochure distribution in visitors centers, travel
magazines and guides, Web sites and other various media,...
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