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Professor Banerjee has brought together a few of his ideas, bearing directly in some cases and indirectly in
others, upon the philosophic thought of India. His understanding of Indian philosophy is rather unorthodox. He
is less dependent upon textual evidence than writers on Indian philosophy usually are, and he makes use of his
own philosophical insight in the discovery of the true spirit of Indian thought and wisdom. It is some of the
Western interpreters of the religious and philosophical literature of India who have tried to establish that the
Indian outlook on life is notoriously religious and spiritual and, what is more, is wedded to the doctrine of
world-negation. It is most unfortunate, however, that Indians have by and large accepted with approval this
misleading Western assessment of the Indian view of life. As a result, immense harm has ensued to the cause of
the discovery of the cultural and spiritual heritage of India. It is, therefore, in the fitness of things that Professor
Banerjee for fresh researches in the field of Indian philosophy with a view to showing that the Indian way of
thinking is essentially humanistic, and that humanism in ancient India reached its culmination in the wisdom
which found the clearest and the boldest expression in the life and teaching of Gautama the Buddha.
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